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REPORT. 


TREASURER'S OFFICE, ? 
Austin, SEPT, 1, 1859. § 
Fo his Excellency, H R. Rus. sels, 
Governor of ti” State of Texas : 

In compliance with the 4th sectiv. of “An act supplementary 
to, and amendatory of aa act providing for the support of 
schoels” approved February Sth, 1838,.L have the. honor to sub- 
mit the following report, showing ‘the condition of the School 
Fund, and the receipts and disbursements of this office in con- 
nection therewith, for the fiscal, year ending August 31st, 2359. 

Exhibit “A” shows the receipts and disbursements of this 
office, and the present condition of the School Fund. 

, Under the head of Receipts in exhibit “A” it will be seen 
that there was paid into the Treasury during the fiscal year, in 
ecie, from one-tenth taxes, sale of land scrip, premium on 
Únited States bonds, and two per cent. sinking fund on Railroad 
bonds the sum of $70,026 21 
The revenue from these sources is 
placed to the credit of the principal 
‘ot the School Fund, and this am't 
; has been disposed of thus: 
Ynvested July Ist, 1859,in U. S. bonds $36,000 00 . 
Loamed to Raildroad companies to 
| | make up deficiency in United States 


. | bonds, 12,000 99 
Paid for tuition of indigent children, 
| ‘under Act of January, 1854, . 305.26 


Balance in the Treasury convertible 

into U. S. bonds on July ist, 1860, 21,520 95 £70,026 21 
"his exhibit shows also ‘the total principal of the Schoo! Fund 
|| 28 follows: 


YA A ee en, 


In United States bonds, 81,135,060 00 


[n Railroad bonds as tollows 
b per cent bonds of Houston & 

Texas Central R R comp'ny, $450,000 00 
6 percent bondsof Buffalo Bayou, 

Brazos & Colorado Haihoad 


company. 360.000 00 
6 per cent. bonds of Washington 

county Rallivad company, 66,000 Q0 976,000 00 
“a speele convertible into United 

States bonds, 21,520 93 


22,330,520 95 
The disbursable fund in specie is 
as follows : 
Due counties on distribution for 


1859 and previous years, $124,734 77 
Am’ ents E 1,314 69 126,049 46 
i7 SI e: Tefal balance $2,456,570 41. 


D 


Exhibit ip r sa statement of the distribution of School Fund 
made to counties for the yeap 1859. : 

This statement shows 15316üniisin the State, of which nun- 
her 32 are’ still unorganized, Of the or ganized counties, one 
hundred and seven male returns of scholastic census for the year 
1859, leaving fourteen counties without returns to reccive their 
demno share uf the School Fund, in accordance with tlie 

Oth section of the school law of August, 1856 Of these 14 

counties, the following made returns for some previous year, viz: . 
De exar, Prodi ia, Cameron, El Paso, Harris, Hidalgo, Panola, 

Presidio, Ts ler and Webb The remaining four counties, to 
wit. Blanco, Hamilton, Montague and Zapata, are tiew counties 
that have never sent up a sholastic census return; the amount, 
therefore, opposite these are upon estimate subject to correction, 
by taking such returns as may be sent up next year, aud de- 
ducting per centage of increase therefrom. No distribution has 
been made to the “unorganized counties. 

The 107 counties that made returns show a popula- 


m 


tion of 90,533 

The 10 counties placed upon the basis of the pre- . 
vious year, 10,048 
Tre 4 counties estimated, E 450 
Total scholastic population for 1859, , 101,031 
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The School Fund on hand derived from mierest on United Statis 


bonds amount to $86,035 27 
Interest on bonds of Railroad companies, 27,938 76 
Distributable am't on hand on August 21st, 1858, 206 59 
Balance of contingent fund for 1858, 673 78 

Total $115,454 34 


Disnosed of as follows, iz: 
Expense incurred in collecting $43,- 

775 GO, interest coupons due Ist 

July, 1858, received from J H~ 

Raymond, late Treasnier, asspecte, $984 93 
Placed to credit of counties under 

distribution made this day, say 

101,031 children « $1 12 each, 113,154 72 
Retained for conting'tiund for 1859, 1,314 69 $115,454 24 

Exhibit *C' shows, first, the amouut of School Fund du 
each county on 31st August, 1858; second, the amount distr.- 
buted for the vear 1859; Third, the total of these amounts 
fourth, the amount diawn during the year ending August 31st. 
1859; fifth, the total amount due each county on August 31s-. 
1859; sixth, the payments made to counties, under the 12t' 
and 13th sections ot school act of January 31st 1854, on acceur- 
of patrons unable to pay tuition 

The 10th section of the act of August, 1856, makes it tl: 
duty of this office “to require of the County Court an annua. 
report of the number of schools, the number of children, the 
dispositiun of the fund, and such other information as wil giv 
a correct view of the schools,” This requirement has been made 
by my predecessor in office, but, it seems, has not received generat 
attention, Of the oue hundred and twenty-one organized coun- 
ties but thirty-four have sent in their reports. The law looks t. 
county courts for reliable information; but, I regret to say, that 
in but few instanees are suggestions to be found furnishing in- 
formation calculated to improve our present imperfect system. . 

In the accompanying ducuwent marked “D,” will be foun? 
extracts Dom the most important parts of such reports as mv 
been receired, 

In addition to the 1eport from this office, upon the condition 
of the School Fund, and the expenditures of monies, the law 
requires from the Treasurer such suggestions in regard to th: 
“school system” as he may deem advisable, 

„the limited period since my induction into office, and the 
Hittle information derived from the reports received, will, for th: 
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present, deter me from recommending any ehange in our school 
system. 

By reference to document “D,” some suggestions will be found, 
directing attention to such improvements as the county courts 
deem advisable to be made. 


* 1 do not approve of the practice of changing our laws hy suc- 
cessive Legislatures ; nevertheless, it is always advisable to make 
such changes as wisdom and experience may dictate. 


Under the present system the “indigent” are the beneficiaries 
of “he School Fund; andæhis, of itself, is reason enough why 
it should be continued, 


Thousands of poor children are annually thrust upon society, 
who, if not cared for, and educated, often beeome the veriests 
pests of society, and fill our prison-houses with wretchedness, 
and our penitentiaries with degraded convicts, Let us educate 
such children, and store their minds, in early youth, with the 
principles of virtue, and, doubtless, many of them will become 
ornaments of society. 


It seems to me that we should, by all means, continue our 
present system; improve it as experience may suggest, and make 
such additions to the fund as sound policy may dictate, and in a 
few years we will be able to educate every child in the State. 

We are fairly and fully committed to the support of common 
schools ; we cannot retreat from our present position, nor can we 
stand still. Let us, therefore, labor for a glorious future. 


No people can become prosperous and happy without a vir- 
tuons education, It is admitted by all philosophers that “virtue 
and intelligence are the main pillars in the government of a free 
people.” All agree that “nations are happy and prosperous im 
proportion as they possess virtue and intelligence.” 


Very little can be accomplished by penal enactments against 
vice and crime—the legitimate fruits of ignorance, These, and 
all the means of coercion, in the form of jail, &c., are powerless. 
without the aid of higher instrmmentalities, 


Í cannot close this report without calling attention to the pro- 
priety of creating the office of Superintendent of common 
schools, Such an officer would materially aid the cause of edu- 
cation, It seems to me we need an officer whose whole time 
should be devoted to the advancement of our common school 
system ; to collect statistics; visit as many counties as possible ; 


confer with teachers, patrons and such others as may be willing | 


to communicate information. The additional expense would be 


A 


7 


4 trifling consideration compared with the good results that 
would follow,’ Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. H. RANDOL: H, 
Treasurer & ex-off. Sup. C. S, 
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butable to counties: 
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EXHIBIT *A" 
Shows the receipts and disbursements and the condition of the 
School Fund for the fiscal year, wi dnd 31st, 1859. 


"I 


n UE RN | 
Balance of cash on band. | | | 


Aug. 31st, 1858, viz: 
In U. States 5 per cent, | 

bonds, - Ta. DE ^10) 00 
In 6 per cent. bends of 

Railroad companies, | 510, er 2.261.000 00 


YA 
| 
| 
i 
| tł 
l5 o 
In specie, due counties 

on distribution of yrs 

prior to 1858, - | pud 


In specie, due counties | | 
on distribution of 758, ` — 
| 


W 
Y 


| 
| 
In specie, for distribut'n P 
in 1859, - 206159 
In specie, conting t rd | 
for 1858, | 683/78 129,436 
Receipts.” | 
Tn specie, to principal of 
school fund, and con- | 
vertible into United | 
States bonds, viz: 
in specie, frm one-tenth | 
| 
| 


06 e. 390.436106 


(| 


| | 
| 


taxes, prior to 1852 | 

and for 1858, - 21,218 55, 
Tn specie, from one-tenth | 

taxes, from 1852 to | 

1857, inclusive, - || -. 9,978)79 
In specie, from sale o 

land scrip, - - 27,541 gyll | 


EE EE 


In specie, from 2 per ct. 
sinking fund on Rail- 
road bonds, - 10,200/00 
In specie, from premium ! 
on U, S. bonds loaned 
Railroad companies, 1,087/50| 70,026): 
In specie, from interest ^ | 
on U. $. bonds distri- 


| 
| 
ji 
| 


Mkadam erg mae Wasaa 


Am't carried forward, ee 2,390,436 06 


E 


Amt brought forw vd. 

On $1,751,000 from 1st 
July, 1858 to 1st Jan- 
uary, 1859, 

On $1,542, 000 foni Ist 
January, '59, to Ist 
July, 59, ~- - 

Less discount allowed on 


In specie, interest rec'd 
on Railroad bonds, 

In specie, interest col- 
lected on U.S. bonds 
loaned Railroad com- 
panies, being the am't 
due on said bonds up 
to date of loans, - 

In specie, interest on 
$29,000 United States 
bonds, from 1st Jan’y, 
1858, to Ist J uly, 758, 
loaned J uly 6th, 1858, 
to Buffalo Bayou, Bra- 
zos and Colorado Rail- 
road eompany, and de- 
posited October 23d, 

~ 1858, by James Hl 
‘Raymond, late Tres’r, |: 

a Transfers. 

. In United States bonds 

from State account, 

received in exchange 

d for specie, = -~ 

Loans. ` 

i In 6 per cent, bonds of 
. R. companies under 

act of Aug. 13, 1856, 


^ MERUUE 


^ 


1 


Sn M 


EC | Am't.carried. forward, 


WA NI 


| 


i 


| 


$25,000 at 3 percent, 


A 


| 
| 


— 
| 
| 
` 


9 


NE 


43,7750 


. 38,550/00 
82,325100 
187/50 
82,137/50 


27,938 "e 
| 


O: 


EXHIRIT “ A ”"—CONTINUED, 


3,0121 


"725 00 


An! WA mene tote A rime m aug kiana, t 


AA aopa 


di aa 


A 
A eet GN 


A Se mi PL 


ees de eu Ee E 


hee mene aee 
PAX 


Bi 
D 


220;600'18 2,390,436, 06 


10,025|21/2.390.436,06 


ALTA 


ie ia dim 


o Sr 


A. n 


36,000/00 


i 
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10 
EXHIBIT “A”-—COoNTINUED. 


— —— P À— 
i : | 


Amt brought mower | 220,600/18112,390.436 06 
1 bond of Washing! oa! | 
County Railroad com- | . 
pany, - - | 66,00000| 

3 bonds of Houston and! 
Texas Central Railrd: 
Co., each $30,000, | 
5 bonds of Buffalo Bay- 
| 
| 
! 


ou, Brazos and Colo- 
rado Railroad compa- 
ny, each $30,000, - 


| 150,000 i 366,00000) 586,600 18 


¡| 


T | 2.977.036 2c 
Disbursements. | ji c 
By amount of specie, dis 
‘bursed upon special] i 
Treas'y warrts drawn! | 
on county orders for | | 
school fund, - — - | 116,96564. 
By amount of specie dis-| | 
“bursed on account of | : 
TES R 116,975/6 y 


D 


contingencies, - 
By amount of specie ds) 
“pursed on spee'l Trea- 
sury warrts, on coun! 
ty orders, for patrons 
unable to pay tuition, 
under 13th section of! 
schoollaw of January 
Bist, 1954, - -~ 
By amount of specie, 
“disbursed, being ex-| 
pense incurred in ool- | 
leeting $43,775, inter-| | 
ast coupons belonging! 


eeben) 


8 


| 
| 
| 
| 50526 
| 
| 


einen upa maana e 


TOTTE a” CN. 


een, RENE d 


| 
| 
| 


—2 "h 
tee E M tige —]ÁÀ ana 
Sa 


to this fund, due 1st| 
July, 1858, and Ray-| 
| 


kapa A A RO o OE 


from James H. Ray 
mond, late Treasurer! 
as specie, - ~ | 


Li 98493! 118,46883 | 


Amt carried forward, i T ET 118,465/83 
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EXHIBIT “A *—CONTINTED, 


mo AAA 9 ee —À 
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Amt brought pal 
Transfers, j: 
By am't of specie trans-| 
‘ferred to State acc’t! 
for a like amount of 
United States bonds 
under school act ofi 
August 29th, 1856, 
Loans. 

S "ay amount of United! 
States bonds loaned 
to Railroad companies 
upon their bonds, on. 

, der provisions of € an, 
act to provide for the! 
investm't of the school) 

: fund in bonds of Rail) 

| road companies, pass dj 
August 13th, due 
viz: 

Washington County Ri 
R. company, on 1 bond: 
for $86,000 is 

Houston and Es Gen, 
tral Railroad comp'ny: 
on 5 bonds, each for! 
$30,000, - - 1 

“Buffalo Bayou, Brazos’ 
and Colorado "Railroad: 
company, on £ bonds, j 
each for $30,000, 


Më 


ër, fur —À 
zeg ` Zanen DUC wl Se "ien See 


said compan's to make! 
up the full amount of 
their bonds, viz : | 
Washington County R.j 
R. company, - - 
Houston and Texas Cen» 
tral Railroad comp’ny,, 


Amt carried forward, 


By amount of specie paid," M 


5 


4,000 


d 
I 
I 


m € i Mà a M EN ` 


A 
ES MA pen ees 


Ze ee E mza 


Leet e ` ez e Ze E 


sn neg `" 


Y 


a 
ameti iet e Spee rt m a t s a eT eT Wa t t e Tin t mapa d n. ai rr reet rin o e Mns parten e wa mapaa. 
^ p c = pr — 


primoque tappe be e e 


00) 234,000 00, 


i 
E 
QO 


| 154,46583 


118.465183 


n 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
B 


QUE 


# - , 
d 
3 
12 
- EXHIBIT *A"—CONTINUED., 
UE Mp T == z | ji Le 
Am’t brought forward," 7,000 00, 3 354,000 00, 154,4€5 83 
Buffalo Bayou, Brazos | | | L 
& Colorado R. R. Go.,! — 5,00000! 12,000 00, 366, 000 00 
Balance of cash in Trea-; M Fm nr 520 590,465 8 83 
i ` sury on August dist, i li 
1859, viz: i | i 
In 5 per cent. United; | | 
States bonds, - i 433,000.00; . | j 
| Ini G per cent. bonds of! i 
... Railroad companies, | 876,000,00.2,309.000/00 
"Yn specie, due counties, — EE 
on dishibut'n for "20. 113,15472 i 
E in specie, due counties, P , 
on distribution for y "s. 
| prior to 1859, - | 11 58005 a i 
iu specie, conting t fond: R `, i 
for i859, - - | 1,81469 | : 
' In specie, for investment: HE ! 


in United States bonds: 
in 1860, - - | 21,520:95 


po 


H 
Il— 


——f 


a 
y" i 


PE el 


©. H. RANDOLPH, 


i 
_ 17 7,57 041 2 456.570 41 


Treasurer, 


FBREASURER’S Orres, Austin, Sept, 1, 1859. 
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Statement of Distribution of School Fund for 1859. 


—— NO 


COUNTIES, 


Anderson, 
Angelina, 
Archer, 
átascosa, 
Austin, 
Dandera, 
Bastrop, 
Baylor. 
Dee, 

Bell, 
Bexar, 
Dlanco, 
Bosque, 
Bowie, 
Brazoria, 
Brazos, 

| Drown, 

| Buchanan, 
Durleson, 
i Burnet, 

y Caldwell, 
Calhoun, 
D^. alaban, 
ameron, 
Pass, 

E ‘hambers, 
E 'horokee, 
E lay, 

EB oleman, 
EK n c 
lorado, . 
B mE" 
Si manche, 
E neho, 


ers 


NO. CHILDREN 
BETURN/D FOR 


1839. 


e 4 ai 


NO. CHILDREN 


ESTIM"T/D FOR 
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EXHIBIT “B.” 


AMOUNT DUE 


a 
—À 


1859. 


REMATES, 


COUNTIES FOR 


142 a 


[Not organized, 


| “Not organized, 


em - 
No organized, ' 


“asas GES otganized, 


Dallas, 
Dawson, 
Denton, 
DeWit, 
Dimmitt, 
Duval, 
Eastland, 
Edwards, 
Ellis, 

El Paso, 
Encinal, 
Erath, 
Falls, 
Fannin, 
Fayette, 
Fort Bend, 
Freestone, 
Frio, 
Galveston, 
. Gillespie, 
Goliad, 
Gonzales, 
Grayson, 
Grimes, 
Guadalupe, 
Hamilton, 
Hardeman, 
Hardin, 
Harris, 
Harrison, 
Haskell, 
Hays, 
Henderson, 


Nem er tire mm oe deserto itm e LOCALS gr tm 
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SEE E | 
A D > Aa | a H i 
z z e eia | 
Za RB | & | 
749 | 112 
A p 
i EE n 
1,2 | 112 
| | 

MR 

782 119: 
769) 1 2 

487 lara, 
509 ja El 
2,131 112 
1,699 1 12 

95 EI 

366! j 212 
1,127 | 112 
553 112 
496 i 112 
1,280 1112 
1,998 1112 
850 112 
1,082 112 
i60! 1112 

. 219 112 
2,058) 1/12! 
1,032)". 13112 
361 112 
924 119 


EXHIBIT “B”.--CoNTINUED, 


E 
R 


AMOUNT bU 
COUNTIES FO 
1859, 


Not organized, 


Not organized 
Not organized. 
Not organized. 
Not organized. 


` [Not organized, 
44 


| Not organized, 
404 32 
1,034|98. 
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EXHIBIT '4B"—CONTINUED. 


H2| ` 0 
1121 $7072 


d Matagorda, 331 
] Not organized, 
e 


"^ averick, 
H Medina, 554 
uenard, 


112. 6204 
| Not organized, 


Së jam ai as 
S ae E i 3 El - : SÉ 
COUNTIES, [3 4B[E23 [55] EER | REMARKS, 
o = m fO a vM Th ed m | e ad m 
Sa isk | af 8&5 
ZR DAS A = 5 
Jidalgo, 231, 112| 31472 
Till, | 614 1112) 687/68 
dopkins, 2,000 1124 2,24000 
Houston, 1,300 Y 11121 1,456/00 
Hunt, 1,712 | 1119 1.91744 
Jack, 260 3112 291/20 
Jackson, 316 112! 35392) 
Jasper, 688 1 121 770156 
Jefferson, 358 112i 400/96 
Johnson, 826 112 925112 
Jones, | Not organized. 
Karnes, 450 1:12 504,00 
Kaufman, 842 | 1112 943/04 
Kerr, 108 | 112) 120/96 
Kimble, | Not organized, 
Kinney, | | Not organized. 
nox, | Not organized. 
Lamar, 1,589}. 112) 1,779168 
| Lampasas, 319 112) 35728 
La Salle, : | Piet organized. 
E Lavacca, 988 1112) :1,106/56: 
É Leon, + 634 B12] “710/08: 
Liberty, 409 112) 45808 
B Limestone, 778 1112 871/36 | 
B Live Oak, 133 -112| 148/96 
A Llano, 340 | 1/12) 38080 
B McCulloch, | JA Not organized. 
B McLennan, 628 112; 703136 
E McMulien, | Not organized. 
| Madison, 452 1112) 50624 i 
| Mason, 119 112 -. 


4 


"3 
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: EXHIBIT “B” Ee sr? | 
i z A Z Bs : a A 
| dg [E a | RR 
' Aas clan uc 
COUNTIES. |= ja a de clon Eso REMARKS, 
si leg | aj HB 
Zu juu A | < 
|| i ME HEELS 
| Milom, 652 | wa! 73024) 
i Montague, 100! 1112: 119/00: 
| Montgomety, 665 i 112] 744180 
m Nacogdoches, | 1,994 | 1,12 2,233 28| 
s Navarro, 961 112 | 1,076 32, S 
Newton, 621 (13 “695/52; 
Nueces, 611 , 112^ 98432! 
| Orange, 238 ! 112; — 26656! 
; Palo Pinto, | 340 | 1119, 380,80; 
: Panola, | 1,480) 11125» 1;657/60; 
:í Parker, 1,184! 1:12; 1,326 08) 
yo Polk, 800; | 112; 789600! | 
S Presidio, | 142.112). 159/64, 
F Red River, 1,490} 1112; 1,668180; 
+ Refugio, 320 112, 358/40) 
Robertson, 513, 112 64176| 
Runnels, | 112; bros or ganized, 
Rusk, 2,378 | 119] 2,663 s 
Sabine, 526. " 1112 '589|19 
| San Augustine, — 630. 112) 70560) ; 
San Patricio, ; 114: 119 - 127/68 
San Saba, | 150, 1.12; 168/00] 
; Shachelford, | 112 IN ot organized. 
Shelby, 1,299; 112] 1,454889 E? 
Smith, 2,208. . 1:12 9,472196: 
a Starr, 7531 * UE 843/36 i 
4 Tarrant, 1,101) 112) 1,93312 
d Taylor, | | | Not organized. 
ji Thockmorton, | M Not organized. 
h Titus, 1,816: 112| 2,033,921 
if Tavis, 1,750) 112) 1 96000, 
PS Trinity, 891 112 997192 
|i Tyler, 157) 112 847/84 
Upshur, - | 1,663, 112 1,862'56 
Uvalde, 137! | 118] 153/44] 


WA 


1 


t 


ga 


EXHIBIT “B”-—ContIiNUED. 


E 
sa E 
¡Bas 
COUNTIES. 1540 

O z E 
o B 
Se 

Vanzandt, 1,005 

Victoria, 600, 

Walker, 956 

Washington, 1,416 

Webb, 

Wichita, 

Wilbarger, 

Wise, 623 

Wharton, 169; 

‘Williamson, , 876 

| Wood, 1,124 

| Young, | 113: 

i Zapata, 

| Zavala, 

Totals, 190,533! 


"Total number of children returned for 1859, 


NO. CHILDREN 
ESTIM'T'D FOR 
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1859. 


RATE 
PER OHILD. 


YA YA EE 
pot po LEE 


LO bo hO bO tO 


ëm AA aa uie merear eaa T o i 
pu —— en eee 


| 


1859. 


REMARKS. 


AMOUNT DUD 
COUNTIES FOR 


1,125460 
672/00' 
1,070772] 
1,585 92, 
652/96; 
¡Not organized. 
[Not organized. 
697/76 | 


A A WAA 


Number of childien estimated in counties from 
& which returns have not been made, 


Total scholastie population for 1859, 
Amount of School Fund arising from interest on 


189/28 
981/12 
1,258/88 
- 126/56 
112/00 
Not organized. 
l113.154/72 
90,533 
10,498 
101,031 


bonds received during the year ending August 


31st, 1859, 


Less expense incurred in collecting coupons due 1st 


July, 1858, 


Add balance of contingent for 1858 on hand Aug. 


31, 1859 


|! Add balance of distributable fund on hand Aug. 


31, 1858, 


Total amount for distribution in 1859, 
2 


$114. 573 97 
984 93 


o en ean 


$113,589 04 
673 78 
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$114,469 41 
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EXHIBIT *B"—-CowTINUED. 


Distributed as follows: 


"To 101,031 children at $1 12 each; $113,154 72 
1,314 69 $114,469 41 


Contingent fund reserved for 1859, 


C. H. RANDOLPH, 
Treasurer. 


TREASURER’S OFFIGE, Austin Sept. Ist, 1859. 


EXHIBIT “0.” 


Statement—showing, First, the amount of School Fund due each county on August 31st 1858; Second, 
the amounts distributed to counties in 1859; Third, the tatal of these two amounts ; Fourth, the 
amount drawn during the year ending August 3lst, 1859; Fifth, the total amounts due counties on 
August 31st, 1859 ; Sixth, the payments made to counties under the 12th and 13th sections of School 
act of January 31st, 1854, on uecouni of patrons unable to pay twition. ; 
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E " BANDOLPH, 
Treasurer. 
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EXHIBIT “D.” 
Extracts from Reports of County Courts: 
BOWIE COUNTY, 


* [ do not feel competent to make suggestions relative to the 
working of the School law; atleast, I would make them very ' 
moderately. — * 

- * As the law works at present, I am of opinion that much the 
largest portion of the School Fund finds its way into the pock- 
ets of those amply able to pay for the sehooling of their chil- 
dren; at least that has been the result with us, and if the re- 
stricting it to the exclusive benefit of those unable to pay would 
have the effect of inducing competent teachers to gc into remote 
stances and dark corners, it would be well that it was so ar- 
raved. 

= Where the “almighty dollar” is, men gravitate that way. 
True, that as the law is, that class is to ke first paid, but if they 
wee the only class to be paid, would not the Fund accumulate 


~> aS to produce the result ? " 
R. M. LINDSAY, 


Chief Justice Bowie County. 


^ 


BRAZORIA COUNTY. 


* It will be seen that 159 children of scholastic age were taught 
iu Brazoria county during the scholastic year ending August 31, 
1858. of whom fifty-five were of that class designated by law 
? unable to pay,’ and that the whole amount in the County Treas- 
ury for distribution—less the commission— was consumed in pay- 
ment of this class, leaving nothing for “paying patrons." ” 

5. W. PERKINS, 
Chief Justice Brazoria County, 


y 


Batu trea 


CASS COUNTY. 


* T would recommend that the Special School Fund should be 
set apart for the benefit of the indigent. 
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“There isa large number oi paying patrons that receive less 
than fifty cents each, and some that draw only five cents. 

“It is the universal opinion of every person that I have con- 
versed with on the subject, that it would be betterif the Fund 
was set apart for the benefit of the indigent and them alone, it 
would do some good; whilst on the other hand, it does the pay- 
ing patrons very little or uo good at all." 

CHARLES AMES, 
Chief Justice Cass County. 


COMAL COUNTY. 


“ As required by law, I have to give you a statement of the 
situation of our schools. According to the reports of the differ- 
ent teachers, there are in this county, six different schools—five 
of which are in the country. 

“ An allowance of eight and a half cents per diem to all schools, 
without distinction, for each child exempt from paying under the 
different classifications, having taken almost the whole amount 
this county received as its portion of the School Fund, no pro 
rata apportionment has been made of the small balance, $20 77, 
but it was deemed advisable to lay it over for next year's distri- 
bution. In order to ascertain the ability or inability of patrons 
to pay, the tax roll has been consulted, and lest any of those who 
would legally come under the head of * indigent, should feel any 
reluctauce to avail themselves of the benefit of the law, inquiries 
were instituted as to their individual views on the subject, when 
several refused to be classed as unable to pay. Then, only, were 


the teachers required to swear to the correctness of their report. g 


“ To prevent difficulties or abuses that might be superinduced 
by an unregulated collection of tuition fees, all school monies 
and taxes within the corporation limits of New Braunfels are col- 
lected by the Treasurer of the Academy, or in cases of dilatori- 
«ness, by the City Marshal The former pays to the teachers three- 
fifths of their salary in cash, as it monthly becomes due; the re- 
maining two-fifths are secured to them by notes payable at the 


close of the fiscal year, By this means, the teachers of the, 


Academy remain exempt from the many disagreeble incidents 
inseparable from a long delayed and irregular payment ` but those 
engaged at Country Schools are often put to great inconvenience 
which a semi-annual distribution of the School Fund would 
readily avoid. 


j 
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" The three teachers at New Braunfels Academy being barely 
sufficient for the number of scholars, it was tried to engage a 
fourth one, but as no suitable person could be found, at short no- 
tico, the engagement has been deferred till next spring. 

“ The library mentioned in last year’s report was received not 
long ago, and will shortly be accessible to the public, the profits 
accruing therefrom being destined for the enlargement of the 
same. 

* In the northern part of the county a commodious stone build- 
ing will soon be im progress of construction, £o take the place of 
the log house that Bow serves as a school room to that neighbor- 
sud. The parents generally appreciate the advantages of edu- 
cation, so that there is every reason to hope that the desire tolin- 
struct their children will keep pace with the increasing facilities 
for instruction.” H. HEFF'PEB, 

Chief Justice Comal County. 


GRIMES COUNTY. 


^ In connection with this report, I would state that the County 
Court in compliance with the Sth Section of the Amendatory Act 
ot February 5th, 1858, appointed a board of school examiners, 
but from some cause, no teacher made a report until the County 
Court. by resolution adopted, authorized the Chief Justice to pay 
to Teachers the tuition of that class provided for by law, first 
to be paid, on their making the necessary report as required by 
said Section 8. 

** In var county, there are three or four female teachers, neither 
of whom. (althouzh competent,) would submit to an examina- 
tion; and again, if the object of the Jaw is, a higher standard of 
education or competeney in teachers, this Court is of opinion 
that although a praiseworthy and laudable object, yet to inforce 
it at this time would be to deprive the most needy and destitute 
of the benefit of the School Fund—the very class sought to be 
benefited by the law, would inevitably be most likely to suffer by 
its enforcement. Entertaining this view, the Court recommends 
the repeal of said section. P 

* AH of the teachers of this county have not yet reported, and 
some is but recently come in. This is my apology for not making 
this partial report earlier, This Court has not made a pro rata, 
distribution among the paying patrons from a belief that when 
ajl of the children of the county are in school who are unable to 
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pay, that the School Fund will not be more than sufficient to pay. 
their tuition," — , GEO. M. PATRICK, 
f Chief Justice Grimes County. 


Na 
"GUADALUPE COUNTY. 


“Tt is to be regretted that the Act of February 5th, 1858, in 
the first Section, is not more definite as to who are ‘ patrons una- 
ble to pay.’ 

“Phe County Court of this county understood the inability 
referred to, to be such a lack of good things of life, as would se- 
cure the patrons from execution for tuition; but the letter of the 
law does nor confine this inability to the possession of no more 
than the law exempts from execution; and the County Court of 
this county felt very sure, in several instances, that the teacher, 
in making his tabular statement, had put his own construction 
upon this section of the Act, It seems that the law ought to be 
amended in this particular, so as to require the patron, who claims 
by virtue of his inability, to make oath in writing before some 
officer, that he pessesses no more than the law exempts from 
forced sale. This would relieve the teacher of a d.licate and 
disagreeable task. Not only so, but it would secure, with much 
ereater certainty, the just amount due those who are truly the 
beneficiaries vf the law, The Act of 1858 extends full benefit 
to ‘orphans whose tuition has not been paid, without regard to 
the estates of such orphans. This, it seems, is a preference of a 
class without any good reason, and is an injustice to poor ‘ pay- 
ing patrons? and ‘ patrons unable to pay.” 

“The first Section of the Act of 1858 is very obscure, and if 

on no other account than this, should be amended. 

* Further than the objections above stated, the County Court 
of this county finds nothing to say against the school law; but 
on the contrary, esteem it full of r common, Senso," 

- NRY MANEY, 
Chief Justice Guadalupe County. 
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FAYETTE COUNTY. > f 
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“We regard the law as very defective, so much go that it is 
difficult to point out its defects. In fact, we believe it would 
e much easier to form a new system than to amend the present 

aw. 

<= € We are aware of the fact, that it is exceedingly difficult to 
enact a school law that would meet the views of all localities, 
even in a State much smaller than our own, and that 16 requires 
not only a very extensive knowledge, but a peculiar talent to fit 
2 man for the task of maturing a good system of publie schools, 
and we are of opinion that the best method to attain the desired 
end, would be for the State to employ a Superintendent of pub- 
lie schools, at a salary sufficient to enable him to devote his entire 
time to the subject, and also to secure the best talents the State 
can afford. He would then be enabled to visit the different sec- 
tions of the State—and it should be made his duty to do so, and 
learn the wants, condition and necessity of the people. We 
think the State would be fully compensated for the necessary 
expenditure, and if it was thought advisable, after a system had 
been matured and put into practical operation, the office might 
be dispensed with. fW e think but little good is to result from 
suggestions made by County Courts in this manner, for where 
they even take the trouble to make suggestions atall, they must 
necessarily be as variant as the turn, talent and temperament of 
the individuals that compose the different County Courts. This 
might not be objeetionable if County Courts were composed en- 
tirely (or in any considerable proportion) of men eminent for 
fheir talents and practicability; but even then, men, in this 
“age of dollars,” are not apt to bestow any very great amount 
of labor on any thing they know they willreceive no compensa- 
tion for. » 

““ In the next place, we would remark, that whatever changes 
are thought necessary, they should never be made to take effect 
from the passage of the law; but all changes and amendments 
should be made to take effect from the commencement of the 
fiscal year following the passage of the amendatory law. We 
think this is so obvious to every one who will take time to reflect 

. that it needs no comment, 

^f “ By the first section of the amendatory Act of February 5th, 
1858, the County Courts are required “to apportion the School 
Fund among the children of scholastic age,” in accordance with 
the provisions of said Act, We are satisfied that this provision 
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is calculated to create dissatisfaction, jealousy and hear-burnings 
among the citizens of the county. In the first place, ib is a vio- 
lent presumption to suppose the County Courts to possess a per- 
sonal knowledge of the pecuniary condition of every individual 
in the county, and we have found by experience that the assess- 
ment roll is but a secondary evidence, and that of a very inferior 
quality, hence, the County Courts must depend in a great degree 
upon the reports of the teachers, and it seems that neither teach- 
ers nor patrons consider themselves as testifying to the inability 
of any one to pay who is returned on the list as indigent, and the 
fact that it ig a convenient method of collecting tuition fees, to- 
gether with a desire to please their patrons, perhaps superinduces 
some teachers to crowd as many on the indigent list as possible, 
Some of the teachers have remarked to us in conversation about 
their reports, that they place such and such individuals on the 
indigent list, because they themselves desired to be placed there. 
It will thus be seen that the unprincipled, and those who are 
destitute of that personal pride which should mark the character 
of every citizen, are the ones who are most likely to receive the 
penefits of the Fund. Under the operation of this section (as 
will be seen by our report) we have just distributed $1,614 66. 
Of this amount three beats alone have received $1,087 79, leav- 
ing the sum of $526 87 to be distributed among nine beats, one 
beat, containing a voting population of eighty or ninety, which 
according to the usual average, would give a free white popula- 
tion of near four hundred and fifty, has not received a dol- 
lar, yet that beat needs the Fund as much in proportion to its 
population, as any beat in the county. The three beats above 
referred to, contain about half the population of the county, and 
much more than half the wealth, and need the School Fund- as 
little in proportion to population, as any other parts of the county. 
From these, and other reasons that might be urged, we are of 
opinion that the County Courts should be required to distribute 
the Fund among the different beats in proportion te the scholas- 
tic population of each. This might be accomplished by aflow- 
ing each beat to select three School Commissioners, and ‘in the 
eyent of their failure to do so, then make it the duty of the 
County Court to appoint three Commissioners for each beat so 
failing; these Commissioners should appoifi& one of theif fiim- 
ber as Treasurer, who should be required to give bend 4o the 
Oounty Court for the faithful performance of his duties. K 
“By the Gth section of the same Act, the” County Cowrté-are 
required to appoint two patrons of each school to distribute the 


pro rata appropriation (if any) to the paying patrons. "There. 
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is no security that this money will be faithfully applied, except 
the honor of the appointees. The above suggestion w. Ad cure 
this defect. : Voi 

“By the Sth section of the same Act, the County Courts are 
required to appoint Boards of Examiners, who shall examine 
applicants and grant them certificates, stating what; branches 
they are qualified to teach. "There is nothing said about their 
moral character, or what branches they shall be required, to teach, 
but a certificate from the Board of School Examiners that a 
man is qualified to teach spelling and reading will consu tute the 
holder a teacher of publie schools in fee simple, or at east for 
life. But this is not the only difficulty : the law went into effect 
from its passage. At that time many schools were in operation, 
and others went into operation shortly after, without any knqwl- 
edge of the existence of the law; and all of them had taught out 
a great portion of their sessions before any opportunity was given 
them for an examination. Had they then been rejected by the 
Board of Examiners, they wonld have lost their labor, and the 
whole benefit of the Fund would have gone to a few indiv"luals, 
and in consequence of the hardship and injustice that miglf arise 
by the adoption of a rigid rule in the examination of teachers, 
the Board went to the other extreme and adopted a very lax rule, 
which gave many persons certificates, who, under other eireum- 
stances, would not have obtained them—but they are nous” the 
less teachers for life. We would suggest that every person wish- 
ing to teach a school in any given beat, should produce satisfac- 
tory evidence before the three Commissioners of the beat (as re- 
commended above) of their good moral character, and of their 
qualifications to teach. And no person should be allowed to 
teach a public school who cannot teach common Arithmetic and 
English Grammar, and upon being satisfied that the applicant 
will fill all the requirements of the law, let the Commissioners 
grant a certificate, to operate as a license, and to continue in 
` force until the end of the scholastic year, and no longer; this cer- 
tificate to be obtained in all cases before the commencement of 
the sch ol. 

“Section 9 of the same Act provides that no school shall be 
entitled to the benefits of the Act “unless the English language 
is principally taught therein. This is entirely too indefinite — 
The law should require specially, that all the sciences should be 
taught in the English language. We made payments to two 
or three teachers who held limited certificates from the Board of 
Commissioners, and have since learned that the children in the 
schools were taught to read the English language for a short pëe- ` 
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riod of ea lay, and that all the balance of the exercises were 
conducted . the German language. It is, of course, an evasion 
of hel: but some certain means of proof should be afforded 
the Courts for their goverament; for instance, let two persons 
swear that the sciences are all taught in thé Eüglish language. `, 

The 11th section of the same Act ought to be repealed: it is 
only calculated to create trouble and confusion; but as Courts 
are not co'upelled to act on it, and but few would be likely to do 
so, it would only subject them to be teased and antioyed by the 
teachers. But no just reason, we think, can be assigned why 
semi-ant ual disbursements should not take place, disbursing half 
the Fund each time. 
e * In addition to what has been already said, there are various 
other duties that might be assigned to the Beat Commissioners. 
1f taey were allowed, they might furnish the County Courts with 
the number of scholastic population of their respective beats, 
equally as correct, and much more cheaply,-than by the present 
metho’. They would also have a personal knowledge of all the 
schools in their béat, and what was going on in them, and could 
readilr detect any whose names might improperly be included in 
the terchers’ lists as scholars of proper agé. At present iere ig ` 
but little doubt but we are often imposéd on in this way, and 
scarcely any of the teachers seem to make any distiùction m" the 
ages of their scholars—those over eighteen are, ih’ all’probability, 
included in their lists. SNE 

“But it is not our intention to attempt to present:a systeni? 
We acknowledge our inability to doso, We only intend" poirit- 
ing out some of the defects in the present law, and tó Feeën 
mend some changes which we, belieye would be "Oo, Bu 
we do think if our Legislature is really unablė to devise Gë 
system, that they might at least learh Something fron (iert 
rience of ‘other States; and by dropping a little of their ambi- 
tion for originality, they might "bórrow a system from some of 
the other Statute books which might answer the purpose admira- 
bly; and if the law-makers did hot receive quite so much credit, 
yet the people might receive:a greater benefit.” 

All of which is respectfilly da d d E Y 
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-sHARRIS COUNTY. ` 


“The county court at the May term 1859, seeing that the 
School Fund was nearly exhausted, and believing that the same 
would be entirely insuflicient to supply the demands of all whd 
applied for its benefits, resolved to appropriate the fund in 
future in the following manner: Ist, to pay the tuitions of or- 
phans; 2d, the tuition of children of widows, and 3d, the tuition 
of indigent children. And it is my opinion, that the fund will 
barely be sufficient to pay the 1st and 2d classes. The uniform 
vate allowed for the tuition of children at the expense of the 
vpunty, is ten eents per day for each scholar,” 

CHARLES SHEARN, 
Chief Justice Harris County. 


HARRISON €OUNTY. 


“Tt will be seen by reference to report of indigent children, 
the amount of money paid out, which leaves a balance in the 
Treasury. "There is à small balance on account of School Fund 
of previous years, which added, would be too small an amount. 
to be worth the trouble of apportioning; and the court seems 
io be of opinion, that if the entire number of pupils in the 
county, exempt, or whose parents are exempt from payment 
under the law, were sent to schools, that the balances in the 
Treasury, added to the amounts hereafter to be apportioned 


would be consumed. It has therefore, been thought best to re- * 


serve said balances for that purpose." 
O. HENDRICK, 
k Chief Justice Harrison County. 


JOHNSON COUNTY. 


“The law, as it at present stands, is a little complicated, so 
that teachers or the county court do not understand it fully. In 
making out the tabular statements, some follow the form made 
out by the Treasurer, and others, the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th & 5th 
articles of the second section of the law, or that form authorized 
by said article. It works a hardship on the county court to ap- 
portion the funds, when it has different forms to examine, and 
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would work a hardship and deprivation on patrons and teachers 
to reject statemests for want of a particular form. 
-*Y would also suggest, that a change be made in the law so 


as to pay the whole amount apportioned, directly to the several. 


teachers, It would save a vast amount of trouble to both pa- 
trons and teachers, According to the present law, the amount 
distributed to the paying patrons, has to be paid by order of 
the Court, to two of the paying patrous of each school, who re- 
ceive the funds from the Treasurer of the county, and who are 
not acting under bond, or under oath, and, if disposed, might 
deprive tne teachers or patrons of their pro rata for an indefi- 
nite period of time.” : J. J. LIGON, 
Chief Justice Johnson County. 


* 


LEON COUNTY. i 


“Our schools are rather partially organized as yet. Some 
neighborhoods have no schools organized, being too thinly settled, 
so there is not much equality in the distribution at this time. 
It is to be hoped that it will be remedied as the county becomes 


more densely settled. As we have had the money in the Frea- 


sury, I could not object to its being appropriated to education, 
but would never consent to tax men for that purpose Men 
should educate their children in their own way, with their own 
means. Means should be raised for the indigent children, but 
no farther. 
T think for the honor and benefit of the State we should have 
a University." ISAAC F. WOOD, > 
Chief Justice Leon County. 


Y LIBEBTY COUNTY. 


Vi 


* * * GAS there was money sufficient to pay ten cents 
per day for the tuition of all the children, who attended school, 


we have made no distinction between “indigent,” and “paying” ` 


scholars in this report." 
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NAVARRO COUNTY. 


“The persons examining the teachers, find a few very well 


‘qualified ; others proffer merely to teach reading, geography, 


arithmetic and writing. Tt does seem strange that teachers can 
be allowed the public funds, who are not competent to teach the 
English language! and yet, there is no definite amount of 


"knowledge requisite to have in order to draw on the county 


"Treasurer. 

“ Examiners find some difficulty in arriving at their duty, as 
the law now stanus. Some of the examing board think they 
should be allowed something for their time." y 

J. R. LOUGHRIDGE, 
. Chief Justice Navarro County. 


NEWTON COUNTY. 


SS * “In addition to the foregoing, the further report of 
any matter of interest elative to schools is required. 

“The county court of Newton have no new suggestions to 
make in regard to the school law, or its workings. We, how- 
ever, are convinced that the present statute embraces a whole- 
some system, and has already wrought a salutary influence in 
the cause of education. Tt has done so, not only by the needful 
assistance rendered to the poor, but by furnishing material aid, 
had a tendency to increase the number of common schools in 
almost every neighborhood, thereby affording additional oppor- 


tunity to paying patrons, and extending turther and greater 


facilities to every branch of society. The present mode of dis- 
tribution is probably as good as could be devised under existing 
circumstances. Teachers and patrons will find, perhaps, as little 
difficulty in conforming to the present required routine of law 
and forms, as in any other mode, that would secure the funds 
against fraud, and at same time insure the just and liberal con- 
trol of the same.” ' T. S; McFARLAND, 
Chief Justice New*on County. 


‘“ VICTORIA COUNTY. 4 


* Tt will be perceived that only three schools in this county ` 
have returned their tabular statement and claimed the benefit 
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of the amendatory act of February 1858. ` There are other 


schools.in the county which have either no indigent children in 
attendance, or which have not been required by those patroni- 
zing them te comply with the statute. lence, our pro rata 
distribution, it will be seen, reaches ten cents per day for payiug 
patrons to those schools which have availed themselves of the 
law. The county court of this county are of opinion that six 
years is too young, for any, or much benefit to the recipients of 
this bounty; they may be disciplined somewhat, but very little 
instruction is imparted at so early an age; eight or nine yoars 
would be young enough to start them—they are chiefly the chil- 
dren of German parents with us that make up the indigent list. 

“The ist section of the amendatory act, provides, that the 
tuition of children whose parents or guardians are unable to pay, 
shall be paid in full, i. e., ten cents per day; that the tuition of 
orphans which has not been paid, shall be paid in full, or the 
same pro rata per day. Did the Legislature intend that the 
tuition of orphans in independent circumstances should be paid 
when the guardian had not paid? for no payment will ever be 
made, however wealthy tbe children, if the obligation rests on 
the county court to pay it out of the fund provided by the 
State,” WILLIAM RAGLAND, 

Chief Justice Victoria County. 


PO 


. WALKER COUNTY. 


“We are well enough pleased with the workings of the school 
law The greatest objection is, that the law is indefinite as to 
the time teachers should file their tabular statements. If the 
law had defined the third Monday of August for the annual dis- 
tribution in the counties, it would just be as convenient to 
tcachers; they would have met the time punctually, and much 
more convenient to county courts. However, we, 1 think, have 
derived much good from the fund, although smali. I do not 
think the amount we receve would be sufficient to pay the non- 
paying class, if they could all attend school.” 

JAMES L. SMITHER, 
Chief Justice Walker County. 
TREASURER’S OFFICE, IO H. RANDOLPH, Treasurer, 
Austin, Sept. 1st 1859. and ex-officio Supt. C. Schools, 
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